City looking at options to address
safety issues on La. Hwy. 75
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MESSAGE FROM MAYOR REEVES

UPCOMING BALLS
& PARADES

I recently met with members of the Plaquemine community and
experts of the Capital Region Planning Commission (CRPC) to discuss options to make Belleview Road (La. Hwy. 75) safer, especially
for those walking and biking along the highway.

Feb. 19 - Krewe of Okeanos Ball
Feb. 26 - Krewe de Roi Ball

Feb. 26 - Krewe of Randle Parade
Initially, residents Torris Armstead and Linda Johnson brought community concerns
about the safety of the road to my attention, and requested sidewalks be added to La.
Hwy. 75 from La. Hwy. 1 to the Wal-Mart (approximately 2 miles).

Feb. 27 - Krewe of Comogo Parade
March 1 - Mardi Gras Day

City of Plaquemine
23640 Railroad Ave.
Plaquemine, LA 70764

Culvert, drain widened to improve
drainage in south Plaquemine area

Mayor Ed Reeves, Jr. thanked State Rep. Chad Brown for pushing LDOTD to act quickly on
the Bayou Road culvert project, and thanked Parish President J. Mitchell Ourso, Jr. and the
Parish Council for widening the canal to the culvert.
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In the photo above, Mayor Reeves (in brown jacket) looks over maps of Belleview
Road as the issue of walking and biking accidents are discussed among him,
COO Richard Alleman and members of the community and CRPC.

7:30 am - 11:30 am Friday

City of Plaquemine

We all know this is a very busy road, and vehicles travel fast on it. We will continue to
pursue solutions to make this major highway in our city safer for all our residents.
					Ed
				
Mayor Edwin “Ed” Reeves, Jr.

HOURS: 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Monday - Thursday,

The CRPC experts are presently studying possible solutions, and are expected to provide their recommendations to us in February to make the highway safer. From there
we will present the matter to the La. Department of Transportation and Development
(LDOTD) which has authority over the road since it is a state highway.

Plaquemine, Louisiana • 225-687-3116

If you have a utility outage
or emergency at any time

The CRPC experts suggested that sidewalks may not be the best solution on such a
high volume highway, but cross walks should be considered. In addition, it was noted
that right-of-way issues exist in some areas, which would not allow for sidewalks.

Call for any Plaquemine utility:

A big project to drain the city during heavy rains is now complete. The Louisiana
Department of Transportation and Development changed a 7 feet wide “cross drain” with a
9 feet wide drain under La. 3066 (Bayou Road) near Enterprise Blvd. In addition, the Parish
has increased the size of the culvert along Enterprise Blvd. into that drain. These projects
will provide more capacity and water flow during heavy rains

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

I asked that CRPC road and planning experts to do some initial research on the matter
and attend the January meeting. At that meeting, CRPC presented the crash data,
which showed that in the last 5 years, there were 7 accidents involving pedestrians
and residents on bicycles who were trying to cross the highway. CRPC also noted
there were 341 crashes on the road in the five-year period between 2017 and 2021,
with 26% being rear end crashes, and another 26% were left turn crashes.

Plaquemine City Hall • 23640 Railroad Ave.
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At left, the widened canal, and at right, the 9 ft. drain from the canal into Bayou Plaq.

Update on La. Hwy. 1 reconstruction
A completion date for the state reconstruction of La. Hwy. 1 through Plaquemine
was not available from the state, as of the end of January. Many local residents have
complained to the City about the prolonged time period of the construction project. LDOTD
Spokesperson Rodney Mallett has advised that the work can only be done at night and
on weekends due to the high traffic volume on La. 1. In addition, asphalt can only be laid
when the temperature is above 50 degrees and the road is dry. Weather conditions have
caused delays on the project, but the City was advised work will be done as soon as
weather conditions permit. La. Hwy. 1 is a state highway and this project is a state project.
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Firefighters, deputies honored
for saving local teen’s life
The Plaquemine firefighters and deputies who saved the life of a local youth in
June of 2019 where honored at the Plaquemine Fire Department Christmas Party
in December. They also had the opportunity to talk with Hunter Shurba, the young
man they saved.
“COVID put a halt to our earlier plans to honor these first responders, but we didn’t
want to let it slip by,” said Fire Chief Darren Ramirez. “They went above and beyond to
save Hunter and we wanted to recognize their efforts.”
The wreck occurred on the morning of June 12, 2019, when Hunter’s vehicle went into
Bayou Plaquemine near 62400 Bayou Jacob Road. The Plaquemine Fire Department,
along with Acadian Ambulance and Iberville Parish Sheriff’s Office, were dispatched
to the accident upon reports that one vehicle was in the water and that no one had
gotten out of it.
Deputies Branson Lewis and Derek Phate arrived on scene first and immediately
swam to the vehicle. Shortly after firefighters Derek Bujol and Shaun Bordelon arrived
and Bujol also swam to the vehicle. All three were trying to gain access into the
vehicle, but all doors were locked. Shortly after, Acadian Ambulance and Paramedic
Ryan Andrews arrived.
District Fire Chief Derek Bujol had taken a hydrant wrench into the water and knocked
out the rear driver’s side door window. He did a blind sweep into the rear of the vehicle and called out that he had someone and was coming out. Medic Andrews went
into the water and took Hunter from Bujol, and headed to the bank with Hunter over
his shoulder. Hunter was unconscious and not breathing at the time. Fire Captain
Bordelon and Paramedic Andrews began CPR.
After 20 minutes of CPR, Andrews made the call to load Hunter onto a stretcher and
transport him to the hospital. He was shocked twice in the ambulance and resumed
a heartbeat on his own. They continued rescue breathing for him as they transported
him to the Iberville/Ochsner Emergency Center. While in route to the hospital, Hunter
began to take some breaths on his own. Once he arrived at Ochsner, he was air lifted
to OLOL in Baton Rouge.
Great job to all these first responders!

UPCOMING CITY EVENTS
This is a list of events which the city sponsors or is involved.
It is not a complete list of all events in the city for 2022.

27

Main Street Spring Fling

09

St. Jude Car Show City is co-sponsor

22

Boogie on the Bayou

07

City Clean Up

20

Boogie on the Bayou

MARCH 3-7 pm - 50+ vendors & music downtown

APRIL

APRIL

MAY

MAY

04

JULY

8 am-3 pm - Hundreds of vintage, unique vehicles

5:30-8:30 pm - Music by Phunky Monkeys

8 am-11:30 am; Dumpsters out for residents use

5:30-8:30 pm - Music by Foret Tradition

July 4th Hometown Celebration

City continues to fight blight
City officials are holding almost monthly meetings on just properties that do not
meet city property codes because they are uninhabitable or the grounds are junked.
They are requiring the property owners to bring the properties up to city codes, or have
them condemned. In some cases, the property owners have abandoned the properties
and cannot be located. A legal process in place to handle these cases. When a property
is condemned and demolished, the city puts a lien on the property for all costs involved.
Above are the before and after photos of two properties that were demolished.

5-9 pm - Music, kids activities, food, boat parade, fireworks

Canova thanked for 36 years of service

Updates on levee walking trail,
Depot Square construction
Phases 1 and 2 of the Plaquemine Riverfront Recreational Trail are now complete with
the exception of one handrail at the trail head, and it is open for public use. The City
hopes to have Phase 3 completed by the end of 2022.
The City has a $1 million grant for the final phase of the trail from the La. Dept. of Transportation and Development, and the approval process for LDOTD is quite extensive and
time-consuming. However, all is on track for the state to bid the final phase in July.

L. Phillip “Phil” Canova, who served as Plaquemine City Attorney/City Prosecutor for
the past 36 years, officially retired at the end of 2021, and was honored for his service
at the January 11 Board of Selectmen meeting. He was presented with a proclamation
of thanks. Mayor Ed Reeves, Jr. also announced that a plaque honoring his service, and
noting the service of all city attorneys, will be placed in City Hall.
The proclamation notes that Canova served under four mayors and 10 terms of the Board of
Selectmen. During that time he provided exceptional and dedicated service to the City, was
a steady advocate for the City in many varied legal matters, provided sound and prudent
counsel to City officials; and was a trusted advisor on many critical issues and decisions
regarding the direction and future of the City of Plaquemine.

Meanwhile, the Plaquemine Depot Square project is presently being advertised for bid. The
square, with a pavilion and grass recreational area, will provide space for farmers markets,
arts and crafts markets, Christmas markets and other events.

In the photo above, are, from left, Deputies Branson Lewis and Derek Phate,
Hunter Shurba, and firefighters Derek Bujol and Shaun Bordelon.

It includes an area for food trucks, restrooms, benches, landscaping and lighting, along
with enclosed green space for children to play safely. It will feature stunning night lighting
to show off Plaquemine’s beautiful downtown area. Once bids are accepted the City will
determine when construction will begin.

Shown with the proclamation are, from left, Selectmen Jimmie Randle and Lin Rivet,
Selectwoman Geraldine Mellion, Phil Canova, Mayor Edwin “Ed” Reeves, Jr., Selectwoman Wanda Jones, and Selectmen Tommy LeBlanc and Shannon Courtade.

